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Data Collection Tips 

 

 Define the behavior in observable terms (anyone who comes into the classroom can see the 

behavior).  
Below are sample observable behaviors, definitions of the behaviors, and non-examples of 

the behaviors. 

 

Observable Behavior What it is What it is not 

On time to class Student is in the classroom  Student is walking into the 

classroom 

Prepared for class Student is sitting in seat with 

materials out on the desk 

Student is sharpening pencil as 

the bell rings 

In the chair Student is in the chair with all 

four legs on the floor and two 

feet on the floor 

Student is leaning back in chair 

 

 Decide which type of recording tool is best to monitor the defined behavior. 

 

Data Collection Type Definition Examples 

Event data Behavior with a distinct 

beginning and end 

- Blurting out  

- Number of completed 

homework problems 

Interval data Percentage of time spent on a 

behavior; used to identify the 

presence or absence of the 

behavior 

- In seat 

- Aggressive call out statements 

Duration Amount of time spent engaged in 

a specific behavior 

- On-task, completing 

independent seat work 

- Off-task, talking to peer 

Latency Amount of time it takes to initiate 

task 

- Begin independent seatwork 

- Comply with teacher request 

(e.g., sit in seat) 

 
** Multiple data collection types for the same behavior and can be used to obtain a complete picture of 

the behavior and its impact.  

- Interval data, event data, and duration data can be used with the same behavior – each data form 

will provide different information about the behavior.  

 

 Decide when and where you will observe the behavior. Think about when the behavior is 

most likely to occur, where the behavior is most likely to occur, and who may be impacted 

by the behavior.  

 
Below are examples of when, where, and who.  

 

When will the behavior be 

observed? 

Where will the behavior be 

observed? 

Who does this behavior 

impact?  

- Beginning of class 

- Lunchtime  

- End of class 

- Independent seatwork 

- Cafeteria 

- Classroom 

- Hallway 

- Gymnasium  

- Peers 

- Paraprofessionals 

- General education teacher 

- Special education teacher  
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 Decide the length of each observation (e.g., 10 min, 15 min) and the length of the observation 

period (e.g., 1 week, 2 weeks, 3 weeks)  
- Decide the length of each observation (be consistent for each observation) 

- Determine the interval length for interval recording (e.g., 30 s, 60 s, 90 s) 

- Collect as much data as necessary to get the most accurate profiles of the behavior and student.  

- Consider time frames (e.g., how much time is needed to collect data before an IEP meeting, time 

to collaborate with IEP team members on data collection)  

 

 Observe multiple times, record data, compute totals/rates/percentages (if applicable), and 

plot data. 
- Conduct multiple observations (minimum of 3) for each data collection type to get the most 

accurate profile of the behavior and student. 

- Collect different types of data (e.g., interval, event, duration, latency) 

- Complete data forms for each observation. 

- Compute the total/rates/percentages of behavior occurrences at the end of each observation. 

- Plot on a graph for visual representation of behavior. 

 

 Collaborate with Student Study Team members or IEP team members. It is important to 

consult and plan as a team. 

- Members of the IEP team include (at a minimum): general education teachers, special education 

teachers, school psychologist (or someone to interpret assessment results), parents, administrators 

(or someone who has the ability to approve resources), and paraprofessionals. 
- Discuss and decide the information needed about the behavior. 

- Identify the data collection method needed to capture the behavior 
- Decide when and where to observe the student. 
- Decide who will collect the data and what type of data. Consider who can collect data with 

minimal distraction to the student.  
- Outline times and days to collect the data. Assign who will collect the data.  

- Select a date to meet as a team to share and review the collected data. 
 


